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AOEA Welcomes New Board Members

The Association of Education Advisers (AoEA) is delighted to announce the
appointment of several distinguished professionals to its Board of Directors,
effective May 2025. These new members bring a wealth of experience and
expertise that will further strengthen our current board membership including
Chair Les Walton CBE, Vice-Chair Michele Sutton CBE, John Boyle OBE, Gurdeep
Baldwin and Dr Albin Wallace.

Zoubiya Ahmed, Non-Executive Director

Zoubiya brings over two decades of high-impact leadership experience in
British, IB, and K—12 education systems. She has led extensive school
improvement initiatives and is currently pursuing a PhD in Learning and
Leadership at UCL. Zoubiya is a Fellow of the Chartered College of Teaching
and a certified NPQ leadership coach and assessor.

Cathryn Billington-Richards, Non-Executive Director

Cathryn is a Principal Improvement Partner in Central South Consortium, Wales
focusing on curriculum areas and cross-curricular skills. She brings a wealth of
experience in supporting school improvement and professional learning.

Richard Gill CBE, Non-Executive Director

Richard is the CEO of the Arthur Terry Learning Partnership and has overseen
significant growth in his time as CEO. He is also the DFE-appointed Chair of the
Teaching School Hubs Council and has made substantial contributions to
education policy and practice.
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Clara Seery, Non-Executive Director

Clara is the Director of Education at Ivy Learning Trust, with over 25 years of
experience in education. She has worked with primary, secondary, and special
schools, focusing on school improvement and professional learning.

Rama Venchard MBE, Non-Executive Director

Rama brings a blend of commercial acumen and education sector expertise,
having supported schools, colleges, and Trusts across England. He has led his
own project management consultancy and holds multiple governance roles.
Rama was awarded an MBE for his contributions to education.

Chris Passey, Non-Executive Director

Chris is a highly accomplished educator and arts advocate, currently serving
as Deputy Head of Kimichi School and co-founder of think tank EduPulse. He
combines strategic educational leadership with a lifelong commitment to the
arts as Head of The Musical Theatre Institute.

"We are thrilled to welcome such an accomplished group of professionals to
the AoEA Board of Directors. Their diverse expertise and unwavering
commitment to education will be invaluable as we continue to elevate the
quality of education advice and support across the UK and beyond. Together,
we are poised to make significant strides in our mission to enhance
educational outcomes for all.”

Les Walton, Chair — Association of Education Advisers.

For more information, please visit www.aoea.co.uk
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